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From the Pastor’s Study 
 
“Praise the LORD! Give thanks to the LORD because he is good, because his faithful love endures 
forever. Who could possibly repeat all of the LORD’s mighty acts or publicly recount all his praise?” 
Psalm 106:1-2 
It has been an amazing gift to be a part of the most recent chapter in Peace UCC’s history. I could 
never have imagined that I would have the chance to celebrate both the 100th anniversary, and 
now the 125th anniversary of the founding of this extraordinary community of faith. What I have 
witnessed repeatedly in our story are the remarkable people who understood that building a 
church was about more than bricks and mortar, and about more than simply serving ourselves. 
Churches are intended to be different than country clubs, they’re about serving others and a vision 
of something beyond us. The vision of church should always stretch us beyond our imaginings, 
beyond merely our own needs and desires.  
Peace Church is full of people who have understood the gift of trying to live out God's love. They 
do a great job of caring about one another, and they seem to thrive when given the chance to 
proclaim that the doors are open to all, that all are welcome here. For a quarter of a century, I 
have heard leaders in our church speak of their sense of both responsibility and humility as they 
share the need to be good stewards of what we have been given. This perspective reminds us 
that we are just passing through. We are the ones being served and serving in this moment, and 
we offer prayers of thanksgiving that there have been many who have come before us as 
stewards of that gift of love made real in this place. We also trust and pray with pregnant 
expectation that there will be those who carry on the witness beyond our time. This has been the 
story of the church from the beginning of time. And it has been the gift of this congregation.  
We are in a moment on the journey where the congregation’s anxieties have probably shifted. For 
the first decades of my ministry I had to regularly respond to the comments that: a) I was awfully 
young to be in ministry, or b) that I certainly wouldn’t choose to stay in Kewaskum. The 
congregation had indeed taken a chance on the youngest minister that they had ever called and it 
seems to have worked out alright – though the comments about age continued up until just a few 
years ago. And after decades of telling people in the church how wonderful this congregation is 
and how lucky any minister is to share the journey with Peace UCC, people have finally stopped 
assuming that I would leave at any moment. Learning to trust in a journey that is yet before us, 
one that is unknown, is at the very heart of our faith. Learning to look at ourselves with humility but 
also with a sense of sacred-self-worth is a deep gift. Our story has always been one of learning to 
walk with God and to trust that we are a part of something larger than ourselves. Our current 
anxieties seem to revolve more around finances, membership, and visions for the future. The 
income for our general operations is trailing behind our expenses… and at the same time we have 
the strong backing of dollars from faithful stewards who have given us a deep cushion of overall 
assets that can allow us the opportunity to continue listening for how God is calling us to bear an 
ever bolder witness to the world.  
As we celebrate 125 years, I hope that we can keep telling the stories of all of the amazing people 
whose vision has brought us to this place. And I pray that we can be good and humble stewards of 
this moment in time, seeking to kindle God's extravagant light and love for the next generation.  
Praise the Lord for the journey!  

  
 

  



Worship Schedule for November 2023 

 

 

 

Sunday, November 5 - 9:30 a.m. ONLY 
Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost - 125th Anniversary Celebration 

Joshua 3:7-17 and Psalm 107:1-7, 33-37  •  Micah 3:5-12 and Psalm 43  •  1 
Thessalonians 2:9-13  •  Matthew 23:1-12 

Sunday, November 12 -  8:00 a.m. and 9:30 a.m.  
Twenty-Fourth Sunday after Pentecost – Commitment Sunday 

Joshua 24:1-3a, 14-25 and Psalm 78:1-7  •  Wisdom of Solomon 6:12-16 or Amos 
5:18-24 and Wisdom of Solomon 6:17-20 or Psalm 70  •  1 Thessalonians 4:13-18  •  

Matthew 25:1-13 

Sunday, November 19 - 8:00 a.m. and 9:30 a.m.  
Twenty-Fifth Sunday after Pentecost  

Judges 4:1-7 and Psalm 123  •  Zephaniah 1:7, 12-18 and Psalm 90:1-8, (9-11), 12  •  1 
Thessalonians 5:1-11  •  Matthew 25:14-30 

Sunday, November 26 - 8:00 a.m. and 9:30 a.m.  
Reign of Christ Sunday  

Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24 and Psalm 100  •  Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24 and Psalm 95:1-7a  
•  Ephesians 1:15-23  •  Matthew 25:31-46 

Events and Activities 

Peace UCC Grief Group - Led by Vikar Jabob Kroener, this group meets the 2nd & 4th 
Thursdays of each month at 1:00 pm in the Youth Room. For more information, please 
contact the Peace Church office.   
Adult Faith Formation – We will be backing up the start date for our Advent Study, 
“Light of the World” by Amy Jill Levine. We will begin this four-week study on Oct. 31st. 
Ideally, you would read the introduction and first chapter of the book prior to this first 
session. Let the church office know if you us to order the book. Otherwise, it is available 
on Kindle or as an Audio Book. Come and dive deeper into our understanding of the 
Christmas story. Questions? Contact Pastor Eric 
Book Group - The Wednesday morning book club will be meeting on November 1 in 
the church music room across from the church office.  The group will be discussing 
"The Yellow Bird Sings" by J. Rosner.  Barbara Westra will be the discussion leader.  If 
you are interested in joining the Wednesday morning book club, please contact Lynn 
Rusch at lynnrusch@yahoo.com or 262-306-4025. 

mailto:lynnrusch@yahoo.com


Books for December 6 and January 3 are:  "Women Talking" by Miriam Tows 
(December) and "Still Alice" by Lisa Genova (January 3).  All are welcome to join the 
discussion group. 
Peace Church Banned Book Group – will meet on Wednesday, November 15 at 1:30 
p.m. in the church music room.  The group will discuss “The Kite Runner” by Kahlid 
Hosseini. Books are reserved at the Kewaskum Library and can be picked up starting 
October 15th.  If you need assistance with obtaining a book, please contact the church 
office. 
The Peace Church Banned Book Club meets on the third Wednesday of each month. 
Below is the schedule for the 2023 calendar: 
November 15 - The Kite Runner by Kahlid Hosseini 
December 20 - The Hate You Give by Angie Thomas 
Community Meal Desserts Needed! – The November Community Meal will be held on 
Wednesday, Nov. 1st from 4:30 – 6:00 pm.  We need desserts!  If you can make a 
dessert, please contact the office, and let us know!  Thank you! 
Let the Celebrating Continue! Please join Peace members and friends, Sunday, 
November 12, as we continue to celebrate the incredible blessings God’s given this 
congregation over the last 125 years.   
Commitment Sunday worship gives us the chance to: 

• respond gratefully to God’s love by bringing our financial commitments to church 
and offering them to God. 

• rejoice in the ways we’ve seen God at work in and through the life of Peace 
Church, its members and friends. 

• enjoy a time of fellowship, cake and other treats in Fellowship Hall following 
worship. 

You’ll have the chance to express prayers of gratitude and thanks to God for Peace 
Church, Sunday, November 5, as we celebrate the 125th Anniversary of Peace UCC’s 
founding.  That Sunday, you’ll find paper tree leaves at the ends of each pew on which 
you can write words to complete the sentence, “We give thanks to God for 
__________________________.”   Your words of gratitude and thanksgiving will 
become a part of a “tree” that will be in the sanctuary on Commitment Sunday as we 
celebrate Christ’s church, all God has given, and all God will continue to give, to us.   
Young Adult Habitat trip - is scheduled for January 1, 2024, to January 7, 2024.  Any 
young adult is welcome to come along.  They don’t have to be members of our church.  
Pastor Eric and Sheri Rehn will be the chaperones.  They will be going to Winston-
Salem, North Carolina.  The cost is $200.00 per person for the week, and this includes 
staying at the Volunteer Lodge, breakfast, lunch, and dinners.  Meals on the way there 
and back, and on our off day, are not included in the cost.  If you or someone you know 
is interested in joining, please let Robin in the church office at 262-262-4011.  If you 
have any questions, please call Pastor Eric at 262-707-0758 or Karen Kletti at 262-224-
2212. 



Peace United Church of Christ Anniversary CELEBRATION 
Sunday, November 5th, 2023 

Peace Church - Fellowship Hall 
Serving 10:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

Pulled Pork & Chicken 
Cheesy Hashbrown Casserole, Salad, Dessert & Beverage 

Fellowship & Special Map Activity  
Ticket Price - $15.00 

Children 12 & under Free 
  Please note that there will be only ONE service that day at 9:30 a.m. 

 
Peace United Church of Christ to Celebrate 125 Years - Part II Mission Work 
“No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome 
here.” 
The famous Swiss theologian, Emil Brunner, once wrote, “The Church exists by mission, just 
as a fire exists by burning.” Members of our congregation joyfully proclaim that relationships 
and mission work are where they encounter their faith being made real. They don’t merely 
want to hear talk about what should be happening in the world, or talk about the power of 
God’s grace, they want the church to be a part of the positive change that we all seek in our 
world.  
Throughout the years Peace has participated with several organizations who are making a 
difference in our wider communities.  Whether it is seeking to feed the hungry by serving at 
meal programs and food pantries in Milwaukee or helping to start food pantries in West Bend 
and Kewaskum or making hats and mittens to share with schools and shelters throughout 
Southeastern Wisconsin to keep people warm, or a group randomly picking up trash along the 
roads or trails, the church has always been willing to share time, talents and money. We are 
especially proud of our youth who alongside adults are encouraged to share their love of 
neighbor through these and other activities.   
Beyond the United States we have had members sharing their time and talents in Haiti. With 
our denominational partner CONASPEH (The National Spiritual Council of Churches in Haiti), 
with whom we sought to help lift the poorest of the poor into a place of citizenship, education, 
and health, through helping to build a seminary, a theological library, primary school, and 
nursing school. We sent groups over the years to assist in each of those projects. We’ve also 



partnered with St. Joseph’s Home and Wings of Hope (ministries which have also been very 
closely connected with St. Francis Cabrini Church in West Bend). For decades Drummer Bill 
and Dancer Walnes have visited Peace UCC to share how our support is helping their ministry 
to orphans and orphan children with disabilities. We have had members work with them short 
and long term - one member discerning her call to ministry, lived in Haiti while helping to 
design a new building for Wings of Hope and minister to the children there. We have 
maintained a third partnership in Haiti with Ventures in People. This organization has sent 
members of our church and the community to aid in a 4H goat project, medical and eyeglass 
missions, and a sustained effort to provide water filters.  Each effort has sought to promote 
positive change by giving people the knowledge and means to basic essentials like water, food 
and healthcare. And each of these opportunities has included people from diverse community 
and church backgrounds working together for the common good.   
For all these diverse efforts, when our congregation talks about mission, people always end up 
telling the story of our relationship with Habitat for Humanity. This would be our longest 
continual mission project. Peace has been sending members across the United States building 
homes since 1987.  Rev. James Bettin, who was the pastor at the time, was an integral part of 
starting this wonderful ministry. Through personal connections, he brought the founder of 
Habitat for Humanity, Millard Fuller, to Peace UCC in 1987. Fuller preached about the vision of 
this young organization (Habitat was founded in 1976) to provide decent housing for all of 
God’s people. As Peace heard that witness, the fire was ignited. We have been sending 
mission teams for a week at a time to go and do our part to change the world. There have 
been a total of 73 mission groups sent from Peace, spanning 43 locations, in 17 states.  312 
different individuals have participated, they have been both members of Peace and many 
friends and community members. We have always welcomed anyone who was interested to 
come and share in living out our faith with working clothes on. At 56 trips, current Pastor Eric 
Kirkegaard has been recently titled the “I’ve been everywhere man”.  Just under 56 trips is 
Karen Kletti (55 trips), who is the current leader of the committee involved with picking out 
locations and organizing all things relative to the trip.  Clark Pearson, at 51 trips, serves as an 
integral part of the ministry and its organizing.  
For decades we have sent up to 3 groups a year.  The adult group generally travels in July, a 
young adult group (college +) travels in January during winter break, and the youth (high 
school) travel in June. Each trip is generally a week-long immersion of work, faith, and 
community. We travel together and then stay at local churches, schools or other buildings 
equipped with the basic necessities, any floor will do. Members of Peace who can’t join the trip 
send care packages of food, and prayers, and financial support for the mission. For many 
years the congregation has also sent each group with a handmade quilt, blessed by the 
congregation, as a symbol of love and prayers for the family who will be receiving the home. 
Of course, that commitment to Habitat for Humanity has also included lots of connections and 
support for our local Habitat affiliate from its very beginnings.  
We keep working to let the fires of mission burn brightly with their powers to transform lives. 
We celebrate the gift of these opportunities not only for the recipients of our ministries, but also 
for all those who have participated, as they too have been changed.    
  



Birthdays and Anniversaries 

Happy Birthday! (Ages 1-18) 
Nov 5 Emma Klahn 
Nov 12 Lia Piittmann 
Nov 15 Haylie Herther 
Nov 18 Sawyer Herther 
Nov 19 Claire Lemke, Cole Lemke 
Nov 26 Lorelei Walker, Auden Walker 
Nov 27 Quin Dornacker 
 
Anniversaries 
Nov 9 Alec & Karen Taylor (55) 
Nov 16 Brad & Jennifer Preder (27) 
Nov 27 Karen & John Grundahl (52) 
Nov 27 Dean & Colleen Roe (69) 
 
 

 

Financial Report 
    Financial Report  September 2023 

General Fund 
Adjusted Beginning Balance as of August 30, 2023    $  (62,550) 
 Receipts 24,972 
 Internal Transfer 0 
 Incr/Decr from Investments 0 
 Expenses ($23,149) 
Ending Balance as of 8/31/2023              ($60,728) 
Benevolence Receipts 

 Peace Pantry 339.00 
 UCC Maui Relief 250.00 
 Kewaskum Food Pantry 10.00 
 Neighbors in Need 100.00 
 Total Benevolence Receipts 799.00 
     

Church Kitchen Remodeling Project ($33,598.79) 
 
 
 
 

 

Birthdays (80 years plus) 
Nov 5 Donna Ogi (95) 
Nov 6 Paul Reinders (101) 
Nov 21 Marian Herriges (82) 
Nov 25 Pat McFadden (80) 
Nov 27 Joyce Meinberg (88) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Church Council Minutes – August 2023 
Council minutes: 9/5/2023 
NO minutes were taken during the meeting. This is a recap from Kathy Charland 
Present: Vance R. Lisa A. Tim S. Kathy M. Kathy C. Paul B. Ken. S. Pastor. Vikar 
Jakob, Melissa P.  
Aug minutes. Accepted Sept agenda: accepted. 
Financial report accepted for file and audit.  
Discussion: Most of the evening was spent talking about OCWM. The discussion 
centered around the amount that PUCC donates annually. Members of council felt that 
we needed to reduce this amount to help with our general fund budget issues. The 
first proposal was for a $15,000 amount to be donated in 2024. After discussion it was 
raised to $20,000 per year. Pastor asked if we would consider donations made by 
members of the congregation to be given to OCWM as indicated on their envelopes. 
In the past this money was put into the $34,000 we were currently donating. 
Generally, we take in between $6,000 and $9,000 a year for OCWM. Pastor suggests 
That if we are reducing our amount to $20,000 for 2024, he would like us to have all 
member donations that are designated for OCWM be given in addition to the $20,000. 
It was voted on and the motion passed. $20,000. Any additional personal donations 
allocated to OCWM will be sent to OCWM. 
Robin’s insurance: Robin will begin receiving benefits in August 2024. We have offered 
her the pension board insurance. She will pay for dental. We have not decided on 
whether there needs to be a co-pay coming from Robin for the monthly premium. It was 
suggested that whatever we offer Pastor we offer Robin. He does not have a premium 
copay. We will conclude this discussion at our October meeting. 
 
 
  



 



  



 



November 2023 
  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

        
      1 2 3 4 

   XYZ CLUB 
BOOK CLUB 9:30 am 
Community Meal 4:30-6 pm 

Prayer Shawl Group – 1 
pm 

   

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
Worship 9:30 am - ONLY 
Sunday School Pre-K- 5th grade-
Christmas Program Practice 
6- 8th Grade Confirmation 
9th Grade Confirmation 5:30 – 7 
125 Anniversary Celebration 
All Saints Observation  
 

Vikar Jakob off 
from 11/6-11/21 
Family Promise 
Meal Prep-10am 
– noon. 

LECTIONARY 10 AM 
Faith Formation 7-8pm 
 

XYZ CLUB 
 

Grief Group 1 pm 
Living the Question 10-11:30  

  

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 
Worship 8 & 9:30 am 
Sunday School Pre-K- 5th grade 
6- 8th Grade Confirmation 
9th Grade Confirmation 5:30 - 7 
 
 
 

 LECTIONARY 10 AM 
Church Council 6:00 PM 
 

XYZ CLUB 
Banned Book Club 1:30 pm 
Tidings Deadline 

   

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

Worship 8 & 9:30 am 
Sunday School Pre-K- 5th grade 
6-8th Grade Confirmation 
9th Grade Confirmation 5:30 - 7 
 

 LECTIONARY 10 AM 
Faith Formation 7-8pm 
 

XYZ CLUB 
 

Thanksgiving Day – Office 
Closed 

  

26 27 28 29 30   

Worship 8 & 9:30 am 
No Sunday School Classes 
No 9th Grade Confirmation 
  

 LECTIONARY 10 AM 
 

XYZ CLUB 
 

   

 



 

 
  

You are invited to the 
Peace Church Annual Meeting 

 
Come learn what is new. 

It is YOUR church, help us shape it. 
 

 
Letter 

Minutes 
Agenda 

2024 Budget 
Please read and bring with you. 

October 29, 2023 – 10:30 a.m. 

 
 



Dear Peace Church Friends, 

2023 has been a year of action!  Volunteerism is thriving as is evidenced by the 
number of projects that were supported by members of the church.  There is so 
much more going on than what we actually see on a Sunday morning!  We have a 
fresh look in the parking lot with new plants in the garden and blooming mums in the 
planters.  Fellowship hall comes to life with beautiful green plants.  The kitchen gets 
cleaned out, tools organized, creamer and juice is bought for coffee hour, mittens 
and hats donated, kitchen fundraiser items were sold for a year, new outlets 
installed in fellowship hall,  new sanctuary fans installed, a new speaker installed, 
flowers delivered to shut ins who are also visited by church members, food served 
at funerals, choirs prepared, children taught, faith formation has come alive, a grief 
support group nurtured, adult bible studies to led, habitat homes built, fellowship 
shared in Canada via a canoe trip, 
Youth groups are vibrant, the Peace Pantry is full, homeless are provided meals, 
the community meal brings members together with the broader community, prayer 
shawls are made and shared, members gather for Food with Friends, a blood drive 
is hosted… to name a few!  These things only happen because Peace has been 
blessed with volunteers! Please consider getting involved in 2024!   

A new initiative began in July 2023.  Peace hosted a breakfast/lunch program for 
children and their caregivers for 8 weeks.  Volunteers prepared a hot breakfast 
twice a week and packed 2 lunches per person twice a week. Bryan Herther 
catering (West Bend) donated a portion of the food and Kewaskum Kiwanis club 
sponsored the rest.  We were blessed with these donations.   

Vikar Jakob began his service to Peace UCC in March of 2023.  He has come to us 
with many talents to share.  He has been a blessing in so many ways.  Peace has 
welcomed Vikar Jakob with open arms and are blessed with his ministry. 

The kitchen loan was restructured so that we are borrowing from our own 
investments in order to avoid interest charges.   
We are now raising money to cover the cost and replenish those funds.  You can 
watch the progress on the coffee cup display in the sanctuary. 

Sacred Space was new this summer!  This was a beautiful alternative worship 
service held on Wednesday nights.  Services were held at church as well as at 
individual’s homes and at an outdoor site.   

The church picnic was held in August with a delicious meal of burgers and brats.  
Volunteers organized, cooked, prepared other foods, donated desserts, sold tickets, 
organized the raffle, set up and cleaned up!  Another great picnic in the books. 



November 2023 will be a celebration of our church’s 125th anniversary!  We will 
host a lunch after a special service.  Following the 9:30 service we will have a 
special dinner!  The Kedroske family has donated the pork and chicken for this 
event!    Thank you so much! 

The newly formed stewardship  team will  operate all year.  Our goal is to cultivate a 
generous congregation that develops a passion for Peace Church and all its 
ministries and willingly shares monetarily and with time and talents. We know that 
the more you participate in activities, the more driven you will be to support Peace 
UCC!   The team is operating with the support of the United Church of Christ.  We 
were provided with materials and guidance.  You have all received letters from the 
Pastor and the stewardship team. Along with this, you will be receiving a 
commitment card.  Please listen to how the spirit is leading you to make this 
commitment.  On November 12, you will be able to offer this commitment during the 
service.  Plan to join us for a coffee hour with special treats!   

Our current concern is with our general fund.  This is the fund that is crucial to 
keeping our church doors open.  It provides us a pastor, an office manager, 
custodian, sexton, organists, heat, air conditioning, lights, office supplies, Christian 
education, and more.  Our members do a great job of supporting special funds such 
as the scholarship fund, kitchen loan, and cemetery fund for example.  This is 
fantastic and we hope to keep this going!  The council is asking that we make a 
serious effort to bring our general fund into balance.  The deficit has been growing 
little by little for years.  Annually, this balance fluctuates quite a bit month to month, 
often we receive larger donations at the end of the calendar year.  However, this 
year we have dipped lower than any year in recent history. Currently we are 
hovering with a deficit around $60,000. As you consider your giving commitment, 
please pray about how you can increase your giving by even 2%!  If you have not 
been able to contribute financially, please consider $5.00 a week! You can now give 
via online – go to the Peace UCC website and on the homepage click on the GIVE 
box or click here . We understand every family faces challenges and we just ask 
that you consider how you might help.  

I would like to thank the membership for supporting me these past two years as the 
church president.  I learned so much about Peace UCC.  I have been a member for 
about 40 years.  The more I engage, the more passionate I become about our 
beautiful church.  My prayer is that we continue to thrive and grow in numbers and 
ministry!   

Blessings, 

Kathy Charland 

https://secure.myvanco.com/L-ZA7D/home


Peace United Church of Christ 
2022 Annual Meeting Agenda 
October 29, 2023 – 10:30 a.m. 

Call to Order – Kathy Charland 

Gathering Prayer – Rev. Eric Kirkegaard 

Approval of Agenda 

Approval of 2022 Annual Meeting Minutes 

Pastor’s Report – Rev. Eric Kirkegaard 

President’s Update – Kathy Charland 

• Presidents Letter

➢ Election of Council and Committee Members

• Council:  (3 years) - Bill Stangl

• Council:  (3 years)

• Council:  (3 years)

• Council: (3 years)

• Council: (2 years)

• Christian Education Board: (3 years) -

• Christian Education Board: (3 years) -

• Pastoral Relations Committee: (3 years)-April Stern

• Pastoral Relations Committee: (3 years) – Cheri Manthei

• Pastoral Relations Committee: (3 years)

• Scholarship Committee: (3 years) –

➢ Election of Council President

Presentations 

Stewardship Presentation- General Fund 

Presentation of 2024 Budget – Discussion 

➢ Action item:  Approval of 2024 Budget

Sending Prayer & The Lord’s Prayer 

Adjournment 



Minutes - Annual Meeting Peace United Church of Christ October 23, 2022 
 

Kathy Charland opened the meeting at 10:52 am.  Pastor Eric then started the meeting with prayer. 

Judy Christensen made a motion to approve the agenda.  Second came from Karen Kletti.  No 

discussion.  Agenda passed. 

Clark Pearson made a motion to approve the 2021 annual meeting minutes.  Second came from 

Russ Knoth.  No discussion.  Motion passed. 

Pastor Eric presented his report of the happenings of the current year.  Some highlights included how 

we might continue conversations on how we go forward since the pandemic.  He thanked the 

congregation on the movement of things like the kitchen remodel and appreciating his time of 

sabbatical.   

Kathy Charland presented the President’s update. Technical change of the consistory, in moving to 

the pillar segments.  Sunday school model changed to a rotation model which is showcasing a higher 

amount of kids attending each week.  Lifted up the grief group held twice a month led by Chris 

Rhode.  $2300 profit from the picnic that was held in the church this year due to the weather.  Peace 

Pantry doing well and lifting up further conversations in the community.  She thanked the 

congregation for all their assistance and guidance. 

Clark Pearson presented the listing of those committees needing members.  John Lemke requested a 

brief description be told of the council since the change from Consistory to Council (pillars).  Kathy 

described the change as being on the council and then choosing which pillar you may be called to 

affiliate with based on your passions. 

Council (3 year term) –Tim Stoffel, Melinda Sargent, Chris Rhode, Kathy Mertz 

Christian Education Board (3 year term) – John Bliese   

Pastoral Relations Committee (3 Year term) – Vance Reif (if no conflict with Constitution) and John 

Kletti 

Scholarship Committee (3 year term) – Jason Piittmann and Kandy Lindgren 

Endowment Committee (3 year term) – Mark Steinhardt 

Investment Committee (3 year term) – 3 openings 

Motion made by Kathy Charland to elect the above member.  Second motion by Eric Walker.  No 

discussion.  Motion carried. 

John Lemke made a motion to nominate Kathy Charland for President.  Judy Christensen made a 

second.  No discussion.  Motion carried.   

Kathy Charland presented information on stewardship and the budget.  Special thank you made to 

Tom Kolb, Kathy Danielson, Cathy Stern and Pastor Eric for their guidance and teaching on the 

budget.  Main points included that the designated funds are pretty full, and the general fund being 

very low.  With the general fund paying the everyday costs of running the church, how are we able to 



sit here with lights and heat.  With all the money being compiled together, we can continue to pay the 

bills as we are borrowing against the money in the other funds.  However, at some point we need to 

replenish these funds, and in order to do that we need to donate money to the general fund.  We ask 

that you pray on this and ask the Lord for guidance on how you can assist.   

John Kletti made mention that when you do not designate a fund to put your money towards, that it 

will automatically go towards the general fund. 

John Lemke advised that if anyone has questions on ways/how to donate to reach out to Robin in the 

office for assistance. 

Tom Kolb advised that the staff expenses went up 5%.  Kathy Charland advised that a new copy 

machine is included in the budget.  John Kletti mentioned that income is shrinking steadily and that if 

we had the associate Pastor that we would have been in a worse state.  Cathy Stern advised that the 

money for the Associate Pastor is already set aside for 1+ years.  She confirmed that the income 

being lower is real.  John Lemke also confirmed that money in the memorial fund is set aside for the 

Associate Pastor.  He also advised that we have some good data around giving that can help drive 

future actions.  Vance Reif asked when the general fund started to really decline.  Cathy Stern 

advised in 2021 the general fund was made whole from the PPP loan over covid from the declines 

that started in 2017.  Then later in 2021 since we have been in the negative.   

John Bliese asked how inflation has affected the budget.  Kathy Charland spoke about the employee 

raises being increased to 5% to help aid with years with no raises as well as inflation.  Karen Kletti 

advised that staff were paid throughout Covid time, in which Kathy Charland advised that the PPP 

loan covered those salaries.  Kathy Charland advised that OCWM is not getting the same 5% 

increase as the staff is receiving.   

Judy Christensen made a motion to approve the 2023 budget.  Second came from Tom Kolb.  No 

further discussion.  Ballots were handed out.  Approximately 46 people in attendance.   

Pastor closed the meeting in with prayer and the Lord’s prayer at 11:45 am. 
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