
Acts 1:1 - 11 
1In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to 
do and to teach 2until the day he was taken up to heaven, after giving 
instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles he had chosen. 
3After his suffering, he showed himself to these men and gave many 
convincing proofs that he was alive. He appeared to them over a 
period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God. 4On one 
occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this command: 
“Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, 
which you have heard me speak about. 5For John baptized with£ water, 
but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” 

6So when they met together, they asked him, “Lord, are you at this 
time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?” 

7He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the 
Father has set by his own authority. 8But you will receive power when 
the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the 
earth.” 

9After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a 
cloud hid him from their sight. 

10They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when 
suddenly two men dressed in white stood beside them. 11“Men of 
Galilee,” they said, “why do you stand here looking into the sky? This 
same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come 
back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven.” 
  



John 17:6-19  
 

In our gospel Jesus prays for his disciples shortly before his 
death, asking for their unity and sanctification in truth. He prays 
that they may be protected in the Father’s name, that is, by God’s true 
character as it has been made known by Jesus. Because of Jesus’ 
revelation to them, the disciples are set apart from disbelieving worldly 
society. Yet, in another important sense, they remain a part of this 
world and are consecrated to witness to the truth in it. 

 
6“I have revealed you to those whom you gave me out of the world. 
They were yours; you gave them to me and they have obeyed your 
word. 7Now they know that everything you have given me comes 
from you. 8For I gave them the words you gave me and they 
accepted them. They knew with certainty that I came from you, and 
they believed that you sent me. 9I pray for them. I am not praying for 
the world, but for those you have given me, for they are yours. 10All I 
have is yours, and all you have is mine. And glory has come to me 
through them. 11I will remain in the world no longer, but they are still 
in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them by 
the power of your name—the name you gave me—so that they may 
be one as we are one. 12While I was with them, I protected them and 
kept them safe by that name you gave me. None has been lost 
except the one doomed to destruction so that Scripture would be 
fulfilled. 

13“I am coming to you now, but I say these things while I am still in 
the world, so that they may have the full measure of my joy within 
them. 14I have given them your word and the world has hated them, 
for they are not of the world any more than I am of the world. 15My 
prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you protect 
them from the evil one. 16They are not of the world, even as I am not 
of it. 17Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth. 18As you sent 
me into the world, I have sent them into the world. 19For them I 
sanctify myself, that they too may be truly sanctified. 

 


