
Ruth 1:1–17 (NIV)  

Naomi Loses Her Husband and Sons  
1 In the days when the judges ruled,  there was a famine in the 
land. So a man from Bethlehem in Judah, together with his wife 
and two sons, went to live for a while in the country of Moab. 
2 The man’s name was Elimelek, his wife’s name was Naomi, and 
the names of his two sons were Mahlon and Kilion. They were 
Ephrathites from Bethlehem, Judah. And they went to Moab and 
lived there.  

3 Now Elimelek, Naomi’s husband, died, and she was left with 
her two sons. 4 They married Moabite women, one named Orpah 
and the other Ruth. After they had lived there about ten years, 
5 both Mahlon and Kilion also died, and Naomi was left without her 
two sons and her husband.  

Naomi and Ruth Return to Bethlehem  
6 When Naomi heard in Moab that the LORD had come to the 

aid of his people by providing food for them, she and her 
daughters-in-law prepared to return home from there. 7 With her 
two daughters-in-law she left the place where she had been living 
and set out on the road that would take them back to the land of 
Judah.  

8 Then Naomi said to her two daughters-in-law, “Go back, each 
of you, to your mother’s home. May the LORD show you kindness, 
as you have shown kindness to your dead husbands and to me. 
9 May the LORD grant that each of you will find rest in the home of 
another husband.”  

Then she kissed them goodbye and they wept aloud 10 and said 
to her, “We will go back with you to your people.”  

11 But Naomi said, “Return home, my daughters. Why would 
you come with me? Am I going to have any more sons, who could 



become your husbands? 12 Return home, my daughters; I am too 
old to have another husband. Even if I thought there was still 
hope for me—even if I had a husband tonight and then gave birth 
to sons—13 would you wait until they grew up? Would you remain 
unmarried for them? No, my daughters. It is more bitter for me 
than for you, because the LORD’s hand has turned against me!”  

14 At this they wept aloud again. Then Orpah kissed her 
mother-in-law goodbye, but Ruth clung to her.  

15 “Look,” said Naomi, “your sister-in-law is going back to her 
people and her gods. Go back with her.”  

16 But Ruth replied, “Don’t urge me to leave you or to turn back 
from you. Where you go I will go, and where you stay I will stay. 
Your people will be my people and your God my God. 17 Where 
you die I will die, and there I will be buried. May the LORD deal 
with me, be it ever so severely, if even death separates you and 
me.”  
  



 
Acts 19:1–7 (NIV)  

Paul in Ephesus  
19 While Apollos was at Corinth, Paul took the road through the 
interior and arrived at Ephesus. There he found some disciples 
2 and asked them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you 
believed?”  

They answered, “No, we have not even heard that there is a 
Holy Spirit.”  

3 So Paul asked, “Then what baptism did you receive?”  
“John’s baptism,” they replied.  
4 Paul said, “John’s baptism was a baptism of repentance. He 

told the people to believe in the one coming after him, that is, in 
Jesus.” 5 On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the 
Lord Jesus. 6 When Paul placed his hands on them, the Holy 
Spirit came on them, and they spoke in tongues  and prophesied. 
7 There were about twelve men in all.  



Mark 1:1–11 (NIV)  

1 The beginning of the good news about Jesus the Messiah, the 
Son of God,  2 as it is written in Isaiah the prophet:  

“I will send my messenger ahead of you,  

who will prepare your way” —  
3 “a voice of one calling in the wilderness,  

‘Prepare the way for the Lord,  

make straight paths for him.’ ”   
4 And so John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness, preaching a 
baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5 The whole 
Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem went out to 
him. Confessing their sins, they were baptized by him in the 
Jordan River. 6 John wore clothing made of camel’s hair, with a 
leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 
7 And this was his message: “After me comes the one more 
powerful than I, the straps of whose sandals I am not worthy to 
stoop down and untie. 8 I baptize you with water, but he will 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”  

9 At that time Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was 
baptized by John in the Jordan. 10 Just as Jesus was coming up 
out of the water, he saw heaven being torn open and the Spirit 
descending on him like a dove. 11 And a voice came from heaven: 
“You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.”  
 


