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Psalm 85:1-2
'You, LORD, showed favor to your land;
you restored the fortunes of Jacob.
2You forgave the iniquity of your people
and covered all their sins.
Psalm 85:8-13
8| will listen to what God the LORD says;
he promises peace to his people, his faithful servants—
but let them not turn to folly.
9 Surely his salvation is near those who fear him,
that his glory may dwell in our land.
9 Love and faithfulness meet together;
righteousness and peace kiss each other.
" Faithfulness springs forth from the earth,
and righteousness looks down from heaven.
2 The LoORD will indeed give what is good,
and our land will yield its harvest.
13 Righteousness goes before him

and prepares the way for his steps.



Isaiah 40:1-11

40 Comfort, comfort my people,
says your God.

2 Speak tenderly to Jerusalem,
and proclaim to her
that her hard service has been completed,
that her sin has been paid for,
that she has received from the LORD’s hand
double for all her sins.
3 A voice of one calling:
“In the wilderness prepare
the way for the LORD;
make straight in the desert
a highway for our God.
4 Every valley shall be raised up,
every mountain and hill made low;
the rough ground shall become level,
the rugged places a plain.
5 And the glory of the LORD will be revealed,
and all people will see it together.
For the mouth of the LORD has spoken.”
® A voice says, “Cry out.”
And | said, “What shall | cry?”



“All people are like grass,
and all their faithfulness is like the flowers of the field.
"The grass withers and the flowers fall,
because the breath of the LORD blows on them.
Surely the people are grass.
8 The grass withers and the flowers fall,
but the word of our God endures forever.”
9You who bring good news to Zion,
go up on a high mountain.
You who bring good news to Jerusalem,
lift up your voice with a shout,
lift it up, do not be afraid;
say to the towns of Judah,
“Here is your God!”
10 See, the Sovereign LORD comes with power,
and he rules with a mighty arm.
See, his reward is with him,
and his recompense accompanies him.
" He tends his flock like a shepherd:
He gathers the lambs in his arms
and carries them close to his heart;

he gently leads those that have young.



Luke 2:39-52

39When Joseph and Mary had done everything required by the
Law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee to their own town of
Nazareth. 4° And the child grew and became strong; he was filled
with wisdom, and the grace of God was on him.

4TEvery year Jesus’ parents went to Jerusalem for the Festival
of the Passover. 42 When he was twelve years old, they went up to
the festival, according to the custom. 43 After the festival was over,
while his parents were returning home, the boy Jesus stayed
behind in Jerusalem, but they were unaware of it. 4* Thinking he
was in their company, they traveled on for a day. Then they began
looking for him among their relatives and friends. > When they did
not find him, they went back to Jerusalem to look for him. 46 After
three days they found him in the temple courts, sitting among the
teachers, listening to them and asking them questions.

47 Everyone who heard him was amazed at his understanding and
his answers. 48 When his parents saw him, they were astonished.
His mother said to him, “Son, why have you treated us like this?
Your father and | have been anxiously searching for you.”

49 “Why were you searching for me?” he asked. “Didn’t you
know | had to be in my Father’s house?” °°But they did not
understand what he was saying to them.

51 Then he went down to Nazareth with them and was obedient
to them. But his mother treasured all these things in her heart.

2 And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God
and man.



